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Oakland Branch VSA Summary 
Oakland Branch is the only stream in the City of McMinnville that is listed as a stream with unavailable 

parameters. Oakland Branch originates by Castle Road along Senator Jerry Cooper Highway. Oakland 

Branch then travels through the City of McMinnville and is divided into two sections and eventually 

empties into the Barren Fork River. For the purpose of the assessment, we are labeling one area as 

Upper Oakland Branch which is located North of where the stream empties into the Barren Fork River. 

The section that empties into the Barren Fork River will be referred to as Lower Oakland Branch. 

Upper Oakland Branch has a perennial water flow; however, the end of Upper Oakland Branch has a 

dam just before it leaves the City Limits. This dam likely contributes to the losing and gaining 

sequence in Lower Oakland Branch. The beginning of Lower Oakland Branch has a dam right 

underneath H T Pelham Memorial Highway. As a result, we see a losing and gaining sequence. Parts of 

the stream that have the appearance of a gaining sequences, we see riffles and aquatic life. As we 

move further downstream, we see that the losing sequence has taken hold and at least two hundred 

yards of the two-mile stream is absent of water outside of storm events. We can likely attribute this to 

the many dams that plague this stream and restrict water flow. It is not until about one hundred yards 

away from where the Oakland Branch empties into the Barren Fork River, where we see considerable 

water depth along with a more abundant and diverse aquatic life. 

 

 

 

Status 

Oakland Branch is currently considered a stream with unavailable parameters. Oakland Branch is 

listed on the 2019 draft 303d. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Waterbody 

Name 

Waterbody 

I.D. # 
Cause(s) Source Name(s) 

Oakland 

Branch 
TN05130107006_0700 

Low flow alterations Upstream Impoundments 

(e.g., PI-566 NRCS 

Structures) 

Sedimentation/Siltation Discharges from 

Municipal Separate 

Storm Sewer Systems 

(MS4) 

Alteration in stream-

side or littoral 

vegetative covers 

Site Clearance (Land 

Development or 

Redevelopment) 

VSA Quick Facts 

Oakland Branch 

¶ Bank Erosion is about 80% of stream mostly at Lower Oakland Branch 

¶ Debris dams are numerous at both Lower and Upper Oakland Branch 

¶ Riparian zone intact at Lower Oakland Branch but absent at Upper Oakland Branch 

¶ Large dry stream bed at Lower Oakland Branch 

¶ Upper Oakland Branch is surrounded on both sides by lawns for the full length of the stream 

¶ Lower Oakland has a diverse landscape around it. For the most part, Lower Oakland Branch is surrounded by 

forest on both sides. Roughly 15% of the landscape surrounding Lower Oakland Branch is a mixture of lawn and 

pasture.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
The map shown displays the extent that Oakland Branch Stream is located within the boundary of 

the City of McMinnville. For the purpose of this Visual Stream Assessment, I have broken the 

stream up into two sections since there is a large disparity in the middle of the stream that is 

located in the County.  

 



 
 The picture above shows the gaining and losing sequences of Lower Oakland Branch. The 

gaining sequence denotes the area of the stream that has perennial water flow. The losing sequence is 

that of an area that requires a rain event to have a steady water flow. 


